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This matter was openêd to the New Jersey State Board of Dentistl (''Board'') upon the

Octobpr 6, 2005 applîcation of Joseph S. Hannah, D.M-D. (''respondenf'lr through his counsel,

Edward C- Beducic, Jt., Esq., seêking to remove tho remaining restrictions imposed upon his

practice. The Ordet of Reinstatement filed with the Board on Jujy 1 1 , 2001 required respondent:

to treat only those patients over the age of 1:; to treat adult female patients orjy when a 'oard

approved monitor, specifically a dental hygienist or a dgntal assistant Iicensed or regîstered with

the Board, is physically present in the office; to continue in therapy not less than one time per

month; to submit a log book containing the dates on which respondent engages in the practice of

dentistry and tbe name of the Board approved monitor. The Board was to approve any substitution

ot the monitor. Respondentsubmitted a previous requestto the Board, dated JuIy29, 2004 seeking

to remove the remaining restrictions împosed upon his practice.



ln tesponse to the July 29, 2004 applicationv the Board agreed io remove the requirement

that respond/nt attend monthly therapy sesslons and also agteed to iifl the requirement that

responöent obtain Board approvaf before being permltted tc substltute a mohitor. Hewever, the

Board deollned to remove the othèr restrictions outiined in the July 11, 20Q1 otder. The Board

previously agreed to tbe modifications based on a review of the December 4, 2003 report of

Howard D. Silverman, Ph. D., respondent's lreating psychotherapist. as well as the January 13.

2004 repod of Philip W itt Ph.D., a psychologist who at respondent's fequest, provided an

evaluation of respondent, and the May 1, 2003 report of Jeffrey B- Allen, Ph.D., a psychologist who

at the Board's request pfovided an independent evaluation of respondent.

However, the Board declined at the time to lih the rpstrictions concerning the treatment of

auult female patients and the treatment of patients tlnder age 18. The :oard detsined to remove

these restrictions due to continuing concerns gxpressod by Dr, W itt and Dr. Allen- Dr.W itt believed

respondent should continue to receive line of sight supawision by a denlal assislant or dental

hygienist, but under this supervision, respondent could be allowed to treat adolescents.

Alternatively, Dr. W itt stated respondent could have the Iîne of sight monltoring restriction

removed, but the practice wouid be restricted to the treatment of adult patients. Under gither

scenario, Dr. W itt believed sespondent would need to oontinue ln psychothesapy to assure

respondent's adjustment to the reduced requirgments continues to be favorable.

Dr. Allen believed th9 restriction involving line of sighl supervision by dental monitors

should continue for the present time. Dr. Allen believed respondent required furthep therapy to

achieve an undêrstandlng of the internal ladots that contributed to his sexually abusive behaviors

toward his female patients. D& Allen strongly rgcommended sex-offênder specific group thefapy

to addfegs this Issue followed by a rgevaluatîon after 12 months.

As a result, the Board believed that bath opinions, takan as a wholê. failed to demûnstrate

at the time that the restrictions regarding the treatment of adult female patients and patients under



1he age of 18 stould be modified. lnstead, the Board voted to review respondent's request to
' 

. s

modify tbese remaining restrictions if he agreed to compiy with Dr. Allen's recommendation to

)complete a sex-offêndef specific group therapy program by a mbntal health professlonal

experienced in the tfeatment of sek offenders.
On May 16, 2005, respondent began trealing with Judith A. Lodet, LCSW , diredor of a

group thetapy program for sex offenders at th9 Family GroM h Program ip 9ed sank. New Jersay.

According to a report furnished by Ms. Lodet, dated October 3, 2005, respondent attended two

eight week cycles of the program . His attgndanc/ was good and he padicipated on a weekly basis.

Ms. Loder opined she did not see any reason f0t respondent to continue attlnding the group.

Respondent successfully completed the program, taking full responslbility for his adions and

understanding th9 Internal ïactors that contributed to his sexually abuslve behavlors.

ln a letter dated October 6, 2005, respondent, through his attorney Edward Beducio, Jn,

requested ihat the semaining restrictions placed on his dental license, regarding the treatment of

adult women and patients under age 18, be Iifted. ln response, the Board determlned respondent

shouid be raevaluated by Dr. Jelfrey Allen with a recommendation concetning whether the

festrictions regarding the treatment of adult women, as well as patients underthe age of 18,.should

be iifted.
On December 20, 2005, respondent was ?eevaluated by Dr, Allen. ln his report, Dr, Allen

remarked that many of the external risk factors associated with respondent's offqnsive behavior

have improved or been resolved. Additionally, the intêënal faators appsar to have been raised and

addressed in his group therapy. Dr. Allen belleved respondent appea?ed to have made a good faith

effort to address the risk factors associated wilh his ocenses against patients. However, Dr. Allen

also opined that respondênt's insight into the link between his êmotional states. such as feelings

Gf anger, and his sexual oPenses against patients still appeared padia) and superficial.



Dr.Allen cancludedtha! respondentwouldbenefitfrom a shortcourse of intensive individual
, 
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pspchotherapy with a msntal health professional qualified bytraining and experience to treat àexual

'

ld be on: 1) the reasons respondent chose to act out hisoffenders. ThG focus of this therapy shou

angef and other emotions in a specifically sexual manner and 2) the degree to which respondent

found his actions sexually arousing. W ith regard tothe requestto remove the remaining restridions

on his dental license, Dr. Allen ooncluded the line of sight supervision by dental monitors

acceptable to the Board should continue. Howgver, Dr- Allen afso reccmmendedthatthe restrlction

on treatment of patîents undet the age of 18 could be removed as tong as these younger patients

are treated with the dental monitor present in the room, Finally. Dr. Allen recommende: a

reevajuation of respondent's treatment progress after six months of lndividual therapy-

Having reviewed the entire record. încluding !he report of Judith Loder, LCSW and the

report of Dr, Jeffrey Allen, lt appears to the Board that while it is necessary to maintain some of

the current restrictions, some modification is warranted- Therefore, it appeafing that respondent

desires to resolve this matter without secourse to formal proceedings and for good cause shown;

IT ls oN Tlqls J --' DAy oF N'tzt-.f , 2oos
Haassv ORDEaED THAT:

Respondent may treat adult female patients and patients under the age of 18 only

when a Board approved monitoy. specifically a dental hygienist or a denïl assistant licensed or

registered with the Board, is physically present in the office. Respondent is no Ionget required to

obtain formal Board approval for the dental assistant or dentai hygiepist he employs as a monitor.

Instead, respondent may contad the Board office with the name of the proposed dental assistant

or dental hygienist, and may employ them upon verification that they are licensed and in good

standing in the State of New Jersey.

(a) The monitor shall be in direct line of observation of the patient at aII timês

and shall not pedorm any fundion other than monitoring while respondent renders diagnostic

-4-



treatment or othpr dental seœices to any female patient or patient undet 18 years of age.

Board approved monitor, shall be made fully aware of respondent's history and status with the

Board. The Board approved monitof qhall a'gree to be responslble for immedlately repoding to the

Rnnrd orally and in writing withln tianty-four (24) hours any evidence or behavior indicating that

respondent is engaging in im pfoper conduct toward any patient. At no tîme shall tespondent

The

practice dentistry on a female adult patient or a pationt underl8 without a Board approved monitor

until fudher order of the Boafd.

(b)

monitorêd visit-

'rhe monitor shall initial and date each patlent chart at the conclusion of thB

(c) In the event a monitor is not prêsent, respondent shall reschedule

appointments to a time when the monitor will be present.

(d) Shoufd respondentfall to complywlth anypsovision of this Order, the monitor

shall lmmediately (within 24 hours of awapeness) notify the Boa?d of th9 non-compliance by

telephone to Kevin B. Earle, the Board's Executive Director, at (973) 504-6405. That conversatlon

shall be memorialized in writing to the Board and mailed to the New Jersey Board of Dentistry, P.O.

:oy 45005. Newark. New Jersey, 07101 .

(e) Respondent shall maîntain a Iog bookwhich shall containthe dates on whlch

he engages in the pradice of dentistry and the name of the Board appsoved monitor. That log book

shall be initialed by the monitor after êach date on which treatment was renùered-pnd the monitor

was present. Respondent shall fo- ard a copy of the log book to the soard on a quarterly basis.

(f) Respondent shali provide a copy of this order to the monitor or any

successor and shall cause tha monitor to acknowledge in writing lo the Board receipt of this order

and her or his willingness to abide by its terms.

(g) Respondent shall notifythe Board immediately itthe Board approved monitor

ls no Ionger seNing in that capacity. Any replacement or substitulion of the monitor shall only occur



upon contacting thG Board office with the name of the registered hygienist or seglstefed assistant
'' y

he intends to employ in otder to verify that thoy are licensed and in good standing in the State of

New Jersey, and upon satisfadion of parigraph (f) above.
gespondent shall pàovide to the Board a Ietter from a Iicensed New Jersey dentist

in good standing, who has agreed and is abl/ to ppovide emergency coveragp for respondent's

patients in the event respondent is unable to treat a patient because of the lack of a Board mon3tor.

3. Respondentwill engage in a six month course of intensive indlvidual psychotherapy

with a mental health professional qualifiêd by training and expêrience to treat sexual offending,

Specifically, the focus of the therapy should bg on those issues outlined by Dr. Allen in his report

which require resolution. After completion of the six month course, respondent may submit a repod

regarding hls progrgss in therapy.

4. Failure to comply with any of the terms of this order shall bc cause for the Attorney

General to apply for relief from the Board in a summary action on three days notice to respondent

or his adorney. Proof at such hearing shall be limited to whether this Order has been violated and

evidence in mitigation of sandion to be imposed.

NHW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY

By:
Hlrbert 8. Doll y, D.D. ., resldent



I have read and I understand the terms of
this order and agree to be bound by it.'
l consent to the entry oi this Otder.

J

.zg' . F ' .

sep . Hannah, D.M.D.

Date: ;' - zc/ --zlg

Consent is hlreby given as to the form and
entl of this Order. '' xx
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Edward C. Bertucio, Jr., sq. ''x,
Attorney for Respondent - ''
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I agyee to bo responsible fof the monitoring
an: reporting regarding Dr. Joseph S.
Hannah as outlined above.

1* .,
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, L
Andrea Rockefellêr, RDA

Date: J - zq--pé

1 agrle to be responsible for the monitorlng
and repoding regapdlng Ds. Joseph S.
Hannah as outlined above..

ï2 , f , -t yo.
Ruth Tolreson, nDA

oate: )' .,--0/ .-J (


